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Dear Parents/Carers
We hope you have a Happy Easter and we look forward to seeing
the children back at school on Tuesday 18th April.
Sadly we say goodbye to James Bowes in Pink Class who is going
to Croydon Council’s SEN Dept. We wish him all the best in his new
post. We are looking forward to Hannah Staley returning to St Giles.
Hannah will be job sharing with Gemma in Red Class.
Virginia Marshall — Head Teacher

Easter at St Giles
This week we had a visit from The Easter Bunny who came into
school with lots of Easter Eggs and gifts to give to the children. A
very big thank you to Sainsbury’s and Juanita for donating Easter
eggs to the school. As a grand finale to the term we held our very
own “St. Giles’ Has Got Talent” show. We had lots of fun and were
surprised at the wealth of hidden talent amongst our pupils.

St Giles’ 40th Birthday Celebrations
Next month we celebrate 40 years of being located at our
present site. On 19th May we will be having an Open Day
for members of the public, past pupils and staff. On 30th
June we will be going back in time and are having a 70’s
Dressing up Day, Sports and Dancing.
We would like to create displays of photographs and
school records from the last 40 years.
If you, or any
member of your family have any old school photographs
that we can borrow for this event, please contact the
school office.

LOOKING AHEAD—Dates for the Diary May 2017
Mon 1st Bank Holiday
March 2017
Tues 9th Parents’ Group at the
Fri 31st
Term ends (3.30pm)
Carers Centre
Thurs 11th Interborough Athletics
Easter Holidays—Mon 3rd-Mon 17th April
Thurs 18th Parents’ Group—Gastro Care
Fri 19th
40th Anniversary Open Day
April 2017
Fri 26th
Term ends (3.30pm)
Tues 18th Return to school

The silliest of red motifs
and outfits were
welcomed in school on 24
March in aid of Comic
Relief’s annual Red Nose
Day. All the staff and
pupils had lots of fun and
we raised £200.

Rotary Swimathon
Congratulations to our two teams who entered
the Annual Rotary Swimathon held at Purley
Pool on 2nd March. They swam a magnificent
245 lengths in 55 minutes.

Well done teams!

Jack Petchey—Achievement Award Winner
Zac Chaouch—SRD Class
Zac is an amazing young man who has come so far, his determined passion and
effort to find and use his voice is absolutely incredible. It has been wonderful to
witness Zac’s confidence mature to enable him to create meaningful friendships;
he has a great sense of humour. Well done Zac!

ST GILES SCIENCE WEEK
We celebrated Science & Engineering Week in
style in March. Primary and Secondary classes
had a show case presentation and experimented
with changing materials. PMLD and Early Years
classes found out about different experiments
with cornflour and popcorn.
All the classes had the chance to see and handle
the chicks that Harris Academy brought into
school and Secondary pupils built ponds with
The River Wandle Trust.

South London Panathlon
Champions
The South London Final took place on March
8th at Crystal Palace National Sports Centre
with 8 teams competing for 2 spots in the
London final to be held at the Copper Box Arena
on June 15th. We are very proud of our team
consisting of Abdul, Daniel, Esther, Glory,
Jamie, Kaymar and Sana who joined with pupils
from Riddlesdown and Priory. They showed the
strength, consistency and team skills needed in
these very competitive games. We wish them
lots of luck in June.

Parents’ Group at The Carers’ Centre
We would like to invite all our parents and carers
along to a Parents’ Group being held at The
Carers’ Centre 24 George St, Croydon on Tuesday
9th May at 10.30. This is a great opportunity to
meet parents from other special schools and share
experiences as well as listen to a wide range of
speakers.

Gastrostomy Parents’ Group
This group is for all those parents or carers of a
child that attends St Giles and has a
gastrostomy. The Parents’ Group has been
organised by the St Giles Nursing Dept and will
be held at St Giles School on Thursday, 18th
May 2017 from 10.30am-11.30am. Melissa
Clarke, Senior Staff Nurse at St Giles’, will be
talking to parents and carers about how to care
for your child’s gastrostomy as well as servicing
of the necessary equipment. A letter has been
sent out to relevant parents and we look forward
to hearing from you.

TATE Trip
Students from the Secondary Department worked with
Studio Wayne McGregor over a week to collaboratively
produce a choreographed dance piece. They then
travelled to the Tate Modern on the South Bank to
perform this piece to the general public on Monday, 27th
March. This prestigious event was attended by parents,
the Mayor of Croydon, a range of professionals working
in the museums and galleries sector as well as many
visitors to the Tate Modern. The students and staff
involved should feel immensely proud of the creative
ideas they developed and refined in rehearsals, which
enabled them to perform to such a high standard in a new
space and in front of a considerable audience.
Thank you to Jack Petchey for arranging the transport.

Mother’s Day Pamper Evening Fund Raiser
We were very sorry that our recent Pamper Evening had to be cancelled.
The students from Croydon College Hair & Beauty Dept were sadly
unable to attend but we will be rescheduling and sending out the new date
after the Easter break. Raffle tickets already sold are still valid for the
revised date and they are still available for purchase.

Rosie & Grace in
Purple Class have outgrown their home
(JCM) chairs. They
have detachable trays
which are in good condition. They are looking
for a new home and are
free of charge. If you
are interested and
would like to try them,
please contact the
school office on 0208
680 2141 and we will
put you in touch.

Waitrose Grow & Sell Kits
Waitrose’s newest initiative is aimed at encouraging local
schools to grow their own produce. The scheme will help
children identify where food comes from, the importance of seasonality and the fragility of producing food. Waitrose have very
kindly supplied St Giles with 14 Grow & Sell boxes—one for
each class. We will keep you updated on which classes are
the best gardeners!

School Vouchers
We are registered with
Woodcote Green Nursery in
Wallington for their 2017
Green Fingered Kids
Scheme.
Please collect the vouchers if
you visit the nursery.
Please continue to collect
Sainsbury’s vouchers.

We marked the event on 2nd March by
asking pupils and staff to dress as their
favorite book character. As usual this
year we had some wonderful characters
turning up at school for the day, including
Snow White and the Five Dwarfs,
Goldilocks and the Three Bears,
Superman, Hiawatha and Mary Poppins.
The school raised £86 in aid of Book
Aid International.

Cycle Republic
A huge thank you to Paul at
Cycle Republic who came in
to service our bikes free of
charge.

ABSENCES/HOLIDAYS & RETURNING TO SCHOOL AFTER SURGERY






*

Absence: Our attendance officer has advised us that parents must always send in a written note
to the school when their child has been away. Please continue to phone the office on a
daily basis if your child is unwell (Tel: 0208 680 2141) and when your child returns to school,
please write a note in the home school book. If your child has a Medical or Dental appointment
please let us know via the home school book and send in a copy of the appointment letter if you
have one.
Holidays: Parents should request permission from the Headteacher if they are planning on
taking their child out of school to go on holiday. An application form is available from the school
office. Permission can only be granted in exceptional circumstances. Please also let us know if
you plan to take a holiday without your child. We need to know who your child is staying with and
have an emergency contact number.
Surgery: Before your child can return to school after surgery we need to make sure that
everything is in place to keep them safe and to help them learn effectively. As soon as you have
any information about a return date please ring the school office so we can put
together a plan.
Respite: If your child is booked into respite care, please inform the class teacher in plenty of
time. If it is more than a few days we will share school targets and programmes with the respite
provider.

