




Communication


Outcomes: Some children can talk about events important to them e.g their favourite toy using speech, symbols, signing, gesture and  body movements. They follow instructions and answer questions. Children listen and attend in a range of situations. Some children are able to answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in response to stories and events. Some children are able to narrate own stories and participate in role play activities and drama games. 





Some Activities: Children use communication skills through all areas of the curriculum and through SALT programmes. Some children can talk about themselves—their likes, their friends and people in family. Children take turns in a variety of ways like Intensive Interaction, using a switch, signing and speaking. Some children use high/low technology to communicate. They ask simple questions of others. All children are able to anticipate and respond to storytelling intonation Participate in repeated phrases in rhymes and stories. 











Lower School Topic – Me, my friends and my family





Introduction: The Lower School department at St Giles include Reception, Key Stage 1 and a class of Year 3 children. Most children in the department follow a differentiated Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum. We also reference and use key areas of learning from National Curriculum Key Stage 1. The year 3 class is a transition class to Primary so this term it is trialling aspects of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. 


Many children in the department do not follow a subject specific timetable, so curriculum areas listed below are usually covered through themed lessons with some discrete sessions areas such as communication and physical development. Although children are taught music and PE  by subject specialists, class teachers will run their own movement and music activities. Our key focus this term is 





Personal, social and emotional development 


              (see also core areas of Communication and Physical Development)


This term we have our new intake of Reception children who will be settling into their classes. There have also been changes within classes and class teams, so all classes will spend time getting to know the children and supporting their adjustment to their new classes. 


Outcomes: Children are able to manage feelings appropriately and be given support for this via managed programmes and clear guidance by staff. They learn how to work in group activities to share and take turns. Form positive relationships with adults and peers. Children develop confidence in new activities. Some children take changes in routine in their stride, but all will be given opportunities to develop relevant ways to cope with new or unexpected events. 





Some activities: Get to know each other’s names or identifiers e.g. using call and response, name songs, name labels, photos. Use small play, puppets and role to act out or discuss feelings in different situations. Praise each other for kindness, sharing and working together. Help/collate a photo album of friends, family, favourite staff. Match or write captions for photos. Participate in register/checking in activities 


Follow rules in a board game or outdoor games e.g. learn to take turns. Ask for help when needed. Participate in and learn new games and activities. Work together to complete a game or activity in small group e.g. tidying up, preparing for a party. Special theme: planning for celebrations, party games/activities

















Physical development


Outcomes: Children are encouraged to be as independent as possible in all activities. They follow their regular activity programmes and are able to be more confident and skillful in their gross and fine motor movements. Children are able to help as much as possible in eating and drinking activities. Some children are aware of healthy and unhealthy diet and the importance of exercise and what happens to body when exercising. 


Some activities: Play ball games with appropriate support. Play simple  team/group games by taking turns and following simple dance sequences. Some children will follow a physical circuit activities with the PE specialist/trained team members. Physical activities happen inside and outside the classroom and include moving around the school safely or with support. 











Understanding the World


Outcomes: Children are aware of similarities and differences even at the earliest level of recognising a song, a person or a different room. Some children can categorise and group according to different features. Some children can talk about past and present events in their lives. Children respond to and recognise the features in their environment.  Children are engaged in, name and recognise the different technology used at home and at school. 


 Some Activities:  The children will take part in group, class, department and whole school events. The children will recognise the regular members of the team and are supported to make links with others during Wow events and shared class activities. All children have access to a range of technology appropriate to level e.g.  switch, touchscreen, eye gaze.





British Values: Outcomes include: Children will make choices, give opinion and collaborate with others.  Children will follow the rules in a game. Some children will start to understand the consequences of their actions. Children develop a positive view of themselves and others. 








Literacy and Maths 





Reading Outcomes: Children have access to a range of reading materials in class and in the school environment. Children respond to rhythm, language and tone of poems, rhymes and stories. Some children can read and understand simple sentences. All children listen to sounds around them and some are able to use phonic knowledge to play alphabet games or read familiar words. They can retell some details in a story—but may need help with picture/symbol cues.


Suggested Texts: The Tiger who came to Tea


Supplementary texts:. Toy Story (film and toys), Handa’s Surprise 


Some activities: Listen to stories and share reading with including sensory stories, Guided reading and 1:1 reading (using Ipads, IWB as well as printed books)  Join in with rhymes and actions. Predict or aniticipate what will happen next in a story or rhyme. Point to or name the characters in the story e.g. the tiger in the Tiger who came to Tea. Learn how to use the school Library/selected book baskets and look after and care for books


Interact and use non-fiction texts including supermarket leaflets, catalogues /information books, information posters. Read in the locality or recognise common signs e.g. McDonald’s bag, , EXIT, STOP 





Writing Outcomes : Children use their phonic knowledge to write or type words. This writing may include using symbols and word cards.  Some children can write simple sentences. Some children can make purposeful marks in wet and dry materials and others are starting to notice the marks they are making. Some children are able to use a writing implement or paint brush. 


Some activities: Write or help to write simple lists e.g. instructions Use alternative pencil as a way to write short sentences,captions and labels  for displays and pictures.  


Participate in gross motor and fine motor activity to develop posture,  hand grip and finger strength.


Non – Fiction: Writing/ typing name e.g. daily register, sentence building and writing using colourful semantics/alternative pencils, making labels for class equipment





Maths Outcomes: Participate in counting activities in rhymes and songs. Some children can count reliably and place the numbers in order. Some children understand and use 1 more or 1 less but all children participate in activities that involve adding objects and taking away objects. All children interact with different objects and toys of different sizes, weights and dimensions. Some children can make groups of objects. Children can participate in measurement using comparisons—bigger than, heavier than. Some start to solve problems like doubling, halving and sharing. 





Some activities: All children participate in number rhymes and number games. Some children are able to count and solve number calculations such as getting enough cups for everyone in class for drinks time. Children may know special numbers like their age or the number of children in the class.  Some children can give money to buy an item and can name and use coins in a simple transaction. Some children can select from a group of items an appropriate gift for a friend or family member. All children interact with different shapes and objects and some children are able to use mathematical language to describe shapes, size and measure. All children will have access to wrapping and unwrapping presents or motivating objects. All children have access to daily timetable and some children can use language to talk about time e.g. It’s lunch time or home time. As part of party theme: planning what is needed to invite friends to a party including making invitation from a selection of materials, checking that everything is ready for games, enough plates/cups for everyone who needs one—e.g. 1:1 correspondence


























WOW 





Family Learning and Parents coffee morning 18/10








Community experience 





Local class trips to Haling Park/local area


Parents Evening 9/10


Harvest Festival 17/10


We Remember 8/11











Expressive Arts and Design 


Characteristics of Effective Learning RE





Outcomes: Children sing songs, make music and dance. They safely use and explore a variety of materials. Some children can experiment with colour, design and texture. Some children are able to express their ideas, thoughts and feelings through art, music, role play and stories. 


Some activities:  Make collage/pictures using favourite materials and fabrics. Make portraits using cut out facial features (Romare Bearden) construct a family of people using different construction. Make gifts for friends e.g simple friendship bracelet, special cards, photo frames for photos. Participate in photo booth to change appearance—also in app e.g Pirate Day. 





Characteristics of Effective Learning: Playing and Exploring; Acti ve Learning; Creating and Thinking Critically demonstrate how children think, learn and show resilience in familiar and new situations see EYFS Framework Development Matters. 





RE  Outcomes and some activities:


Children are expected to know about and have opportunities to find out about religious practices and beliefs. They are able to handle with sensitivity artefacts from key religions. The children participate in celebratory aspects of religions in context and learn about worship and the religious writings from Christian, Jewish, Hindu and Muslim texts.  


See suggested overview for specific information of provision.





This term the key areas of learning will be: 


Growing together Being a good friend, following rules etc. Song: You’ve got a friend in me (Toy Story) Christianity: Harvest, Christmas; Festivals of light: Diwali, fireworks











