




Upper School Topic – Let’s Celebrate 





Communication


Key foci:


Will make a choice from 2 liked objects consistently (L8)


Begin to understand categories and groups things belong to (L9)


Ask who, what, where type questions. (L10)


Understand simple why questions (L11)


Understands why and how questions (L12/13) 


Can join in small group discussions (L13)





Suggested activities:


Turn taking


Drama – 


Ongoing personalised targets developed through all areas of the curriculum and through SALT programmes 


Learning new vocabulary and key topic words. 


Asking questions about new topic.


Telling stories


Talking/ sharing information about our families











Functional Skills


Reading:


Key Texts: Non-fiction writing, Diary and biography. Reading texts that concentrate on connections and the world we live in, Pre 1914 Fiction – A Christmas Carol.


Key foci:


Show curiosity about content at a simple level. (P5)


Select and recognise or read a small number of words or symbols linked to familiar vocabulary e.g. name, people, objects or actions (P6).


Know that their name is made up of letters  (P7)


Understand that words, symbols and pictures convey meaning(P8)


Make simple inferences on the basis of what is being said and done (M1)


Make simple predictions about what might happen (M1)


Make reasonable predictions about what might happen (M2)


Suggested activities:


Shared reading including sensory stories, Guided reading and 1:1 reading (using ipads, IWB as well as printed books)


Reading menus, advertisements, posters, orders


Reading Ingredients, instructions and recipes during cooking sessions


Writing: 


Key foci:


Produce meaningful marks or symbols associated with their own name or familiar spoken words, actions, images or events (P5)


Produce or write their name in letters or symbols (P6).


Group letters and leave spaces between them as though they are writing separate words (P7)


Show awareness that writing can have a range of purposes (P8).		Tell an adult what they want to write (BG1)


Add information when questioned about content (BG2)	                       Read back captions and sentences scribed or written independently (BG3)


Discuss what they have written (M1)				Write using different layouts for different purposes


Create alternative story endings, 				Write about the past


Suggested activities:


Describe characters/ places in stories				


Suggest alternative ending to stories				


Write about themselves, friends, family – as class,  groups, individually


Write labels – directions, positions, locations on maps, 


write own diary.


Maths:


Key foci: 


To be able to sequence 3 events				To understand the passing of time in relation to  day/night	


To understand the passing of time in relation to morning, afternoon, evening, 	To understand the passing of time in relation to seasons, months


To  be able to name the days of the week			To  be able to correctly sequence the days of the week


To begin to tell the time – o’clock, ½ past, ¼ past, ¼ to 		To be able to compare objects by capacity / weight


To be able to identify big, small, heavy, light, full, empty		To be able to identify which has more, which has less, 1 more, 1 less


To be able to identify different quantities of objects up to 5,10, 20, 100	To be able to read and write numerals to 5, 10, 20, 100	 


To  be able to add and subtract numbers within 10, 20, 100	 


Suggested activities:


Identify now, next					Sequencing 3 different activities/events	


Identify parts of day, 					Seasons wheel


Identify time on clock					Timelines showing events from decades	


Counting objects, Identify set with more, many, less.		Add sets of objects together.


Identify objects of different weights and capacities			Sorting objects by weight,, capacity


ICT


To be able to use technology around us purposefully 


To be able to use technology safely and respectfully.


To be able to take photos related to topic.


Suggested activities:


Taking photos, using iPad and camera, download to computer.		Edit and enhance images


Use Eye Gaze, touch screen				Create invitation, birthday cards, Christmas card etc


Create posters related to different celebrations








Personal, social and emotional development


Key foci:


To be able to explain what I am good at.


To be able to explain who is in my family


To be able to explain what a friend is, how a friend should behave


To understand the different relationships


To understand how we change as we get older





Suggested activities:


Discuss what we are good at 


Discuss things we find difficult – why do we find them hard?


Identify family and friends.


What makes a good friend? Identify characteristics – sort and label picture.


How can we be a friend? Role play different situations – how would a friend react/behave?


Make a feelings wheel.  Make a book of our feelings showing others what we look like when happy sad worried etc.


Discuss and identify likes, dislikes, needs etc


Look at images of people of different ages, how have they changed – aging, changes in body etc








Physical development


Key foci:


- Self-expression through movement 


-Watching a partner and copying a movement 


- Copying & remembering dance actions 


- Working with a partner 


-Taking turns to watch others performances





Suggested activities:


-Create & complete a favourite dance move


-Copy dance moves from a partner 


-Put 2 or more dance moves into a sequence with a partner.


-Move in different directions with a partner. 


-Create strong and soft dance movements.


-Create a small dance with a partner 


 








Creativity





Art


Key foci: Let’s Celebrate 





Suggested activities: look at festivals and carnivals. Make work that links to celebrations that we have within our community and our families and friends.


Masks, backdrops, dioramas, hats, building on 3-dimensional skills.





DT- Design, Cooking and Horticulture: 


Key foci: Festival foods and crafts. Christmas gifts, 


Suggested activities:


making food as a social event, to share, to give away.


foods made at home, yoghurt, sprouting seeds, making jam, bread, preserves.


Planting bulbs and planning for edible garden


Making Christmas gifts – sweets, gift box, sewing





Music - Key foci: Birthday’s, Harvest, Diwali and Christmas


Suggested activities:


exploring the different types of music used in celebration around the world:


Hello Song, Celebration! Lovely Day!


Weeks 5 – 7 - Birthdays 


Happy Birthday (Traditional), Happy Birthday To You Stevie Wonder , Happy Birthday Call and Response.


Harvest, Harvest Samba, Big Red Combine Harvester, The harvest List, I’m A Clever Tractor


Weeks 8- 9 - Festivals of light,Weeks 10 – 13  - Christmas 


Mary’s boy child


We wish you a Merry Christmas 


All I Want for Christmas


Simply Having a Wonderful Christmastime








Knowledge and Understanding of the World


Science - Key foci: Science in the kitchen – solid, liquid, gas, dissolving, heating and cooling


To be able to identify  solid, liquid, gas


To be able to ,observe and record the changes in different foods when heated, cooled.


To be able to dissolve ingredients and predict if it will dissolve or become a mixture.








Suggested activities:


Look at different materials dry and wet materials/ingredients. Experiment with ingredients, adding cold and hot water to them-noodles etc and watch and record the changes.


Use water to create liquid and solid, make jelly, slime, Obleck, and explore the properties of each one


Dissolve ingredients and predict which will dissolve, which will become a mixture and which will be a solution


Cook vegetables, carrots, potatoes hard root veg and discuss changes


Explore what gets harder by cooking (cake mix, bacon, biscuit mix etc)





R.E - Key foci:


To be able to listen and respond to information about different celebrations – Harvest and Christmas


Listen and respond to different stories about Harvest and Christmas.


Participate in a range of activities related to Harvest and Christmas 


Be able to explain the importance of Christmas to Christians





Suggested activities:





Listen to stories about Harvest and Christmas


Discuss why we celebrate Harvest and Christmas


Re-enact the Christmas story in drama


Sequence using pictures/words the different stories





Humanities - Key foci: Geography





To be able to identify different celebrations around the world


To be able to listen and respond to different stories about festivals /celebrations around the world.


Participate in a range of activities related to different celebrations.





Suggested activities:





Create a timeline of festivals and celebrations that happen during autumn and winter around the world.


Which are similar and which are different? Include the festivals of light. Different ways that traditions to show the end of summer are celebrated. 


Consider that some countries will be going into summer, experiencing different weather and celebrations because of where they are in the world.























