





Expressive Arts and Design 


Outcomes overview: 


For this term children will be as independent as possible when encountering art materials and activities. Children will participate in events and religious observances by using art, music and dance. Some children will be able to choose and design own celebration cards and decorations. All children will be involved in arts and design for celebrations and shared events. Each child is learning to play with different sensorynmaterials, musical instruments  or toys.





Suggested themes and activities:  Children use a variety of materials to make outdoor decorations and mobiles for outdoor areas using a variety of everyday items like bottles, packaging and ribbons so that we are able to recycle and reuse items in our environment. Children can make simple gifts, cards and gift bags for special people in their lives. For Children’s Art Days each child will  participate in a variety of activities e.g print a canvas square or do temporary arts and sculptures outside.  Dressing up opportunities can include role playing familiar jobs: nurse, policeman, cleaner, caretaker, cook etc.  Make music day in June allows for opportunities to listen to different kinds of music from home countries of children and staff. Music and arts are significant for well-being activities and relaxation which include yoga, Tac Pac and drum and clapping circles.


Characteristics of Effective Learning 


Playing and Exploring; Active Learning; Creating and Thinking Critically demonstrate how children think, learn and show resilience in familiar and new situations. All children will have small challenges to develop problem solving and critical thinking.  Children will develop their play skills by having opportunities to play interactive games with adults and their peers. Our youngest children are given opportunities to play and explore with staff supporting each child to show interests and motivations to learning. Each child is supported as an active learner. 








Lower School Topic – People Who Help Us


(We care and take care of each other. We say thank you for helping us)








Introduction:Check previous med-term planners 2020/21 for further details on outcomes and general activities. Previous themes this year has been: Down at the Bottom of the Garden, Celebrations, Amazing Me and the whole school topic: Our Communities.  Each class team will decide on the general and specific outcomes and targets for their particular class


Our key focus summer 2021 for Lower School classes is 





Understanding the World: People and Communities; The World





Outcomes overview:   


For this term, the focus is on the team around the child. Who cares for and supports the child at home and at school. Who are the other close contacts? What about the wider influences in the near community like neighbours, delivery people, children’s clinics? How can the children help and care for others that they know? How do we care for the world starting with our familiar locations and the wider communities? Each child is supported to do their best at school. 





Suggested themes and activities: Children make relationships with class staff, therapists and regular visitors to the class. They also participate in group activities to share time together. Some children can recognise who is in their class. All children are included by shared activites with each other. Children can help to look after their immediate and local environment by cleaning, tidying and putting things into the correct space. Some children can have responsibility for different jobs to help teachers, staff and each other. Being involved with the natural world nature which includes planting and growing seeds,looking after caterpillars and the environment.














RE  Outcomes 


Children are expected to know about and have opportunities to find out about religious practices and beliefs. They are able to handle with sensitivity artefacts from key religions. Children will have experience of weekly assembly celebrations and observances that relate to the community of the school and the local area. Each class will have collective worship/reflective circle activities. 


This term the key areas of learning will be: Caring and Taking Care 


Each child is celebrated  as a member of different communities.





Assembly List for virtual weekly assembly for the religious observances and festivals for this term include Islam life and religious observance—Ramadan and Eid, Orthodox Easter, Wesak (Buddhist) is organised for the term.








Personal, social and emotional development


Outcomes overview: Children form positive relationships with adults and peers. Children develop confidence in new activities. Some children take changes in routine in their stride, but all will be given opportunities to develop relevant ways to cope with new or unexpected events. Children have a feeling of achievement which is noted daily in feedback of learning and circle time, collective worship and special events. Children will experience changes and transitions in different play and story situations.





Suggested themes and activities: Children can help/collate a photo album of friends, family, class team and therapy staff. Participate in register/checking in activities Follow rules in a board game or outdoor games e.g. wait a turn/ take a turn. Ask for help when needed. Work together to complete a game or activity in small group e.g. tidying up, preparing for a party.  Special themes: Children share successes and have opportunities to try hard at something difficult and persist to complete a fun activity. Children are celebrated for kind acts. Each child is confident and makes positive relationships.  





Communication


Outcomes overview: All children have access to communication and a focused area of development. Some children can talk about events important to them e.g their favourite toy using speech, symbols, signing, gesture and  body movements. Children listen and attend in a range of situations with a member of staff, in small groups and also in some virtual sessions. Some children are able to answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in response to stories and events. Some children are able to narrate own stories and participate in role play activities and drama games. 





This term: Children will be communicating their preferences during outdoor and indoor play. They will have access to language mats for incidental and planned speech opportunities.  Children take turns in a variety of ways like Intensive Interaction, using a switch, signing and speaking. All children are able to anticipate and respond to storytelling intonation of a familiar story or rhyme.  Children experience or participate in repeated phrases in rhymes,  stories and songs.   Each child is a communicator





Maths and Literacy 


Maths Outcomes: Children at early levels of learning explore texture, colour and size using senses and body awareness. Children access number in practical sessions with real objects and prepared and specific resources. Children encounter different mathematical concepts in their play opportunities such as heavy and big. Many children access maths through their bodies for instance developing proprioception. In other words, children noting their bodies limbs in space using actions and sensory objects. 





Suggested themes and activities: Children participate in number rhymes and number games. All children have access to daily timetable or programme of learning.  Some children can talk about time e.g. It’s lunch time or home time. Many children will use object of reference of sound of reference to identify routines e.g. hello song, smell of soap before washing hands etc. All have an awareness of  the transitions that happen at the end of each day. Each child can acess maths in a variety of ways to learn different concepts. 





Literacy Outcomes: Children have access to a range of reading materials in class and in the school environment. Some of these materials are specially designed for use with individual child. Children respond to rhythm, language and tone of poems, rhymes and stories. Some children can read and understand simple sentences with the support of images, symbols and photos. All children listen to sounds around them and sessions this term will focus on environmental sounds at home and in the neighbourhood. Some children are able to use phonic knowledge to play alphabet games or read familiar words Some children are good at reading what’s around them—such as personal snack containers, food wrappers and their own belongings. 


Each child finds reading fun and engaging in 1:1 and group sensory stories. 


Suggested Texts: Non-fiction texts People who help us—The Fireman e.g. Fiction: Tidy by Emily Gravett


Cora the Caterpillar by Emma Tranter


Suggested themes and activities: Interact and use non-fiction texts including flower seed packets, catalogues /information books. Listen to stories and share reading with including sensory stories. Learn how to use the themed book baskets to look after and care for books.





Writing Outcomes: All children develop their gross and fine motor skills. Some children can beginning to make purposeful marks in wet and dry materials and others are starting to notice the marks they are making. Some children are able to use a writing implement or paint brush. Some children use their phonic knowledge to write or type words or correct words. This writing may include using symbols and word cards.  Some children can write simple sentences. 





Suggested themes and activities: Participate in gross motor and fine motor activity to develop posture,  hand grip and finger strength. Write or help to write simple lists e.g. instructions Use alternative pencil as a way to write short sentences,captions and labels for displays and pictures.  Children have access to a variety of paper, pens, crayons etc. all children will have the opportunity to explore different sensory dry and wet materials. Some children can write the initial letter of their first name. 


Non – Fiction: Writing/ typing name e.g. daily register, labels for favourite object—some tactile labels for children with visual impairment to interact with as part of engaging with environmental information. 











Physical development


Outcomes: Children are encouraged to be as independent as possible in all physical activities. They follow their regular activity programmes. Children are able to help as much as possible in eating and drinking activities. Some children are aware of healthy and unhealthy diet and the importance of exercise and what happens to body when exercising. All children participate in health sessions including washing and drying hands and putting equipment away . 





Suggested themes and activities:  


Children use gross and fine motor skills to take part in all activities with support to ensure access—which can be faded for greater individual independence. For instance, take part in outdoor activities e.g. planting making mobiles. Participate in tidying up. Interact with low and high technology to make an effect e.g communication mat/symbols, Big Mack, Ipad programmes. Each child is encouraged to be as physically independent as possible. 





Community experience 


St George’s Day Street Party 23/4


Eid parties 


Africa Day 25 May











WOW 


Picnic day 18 June


Children’s Art Weeks 28/6-18/7


Make Music Day 22/6

















